EXAMPLE Kenya

Poverty criteria for selection of hh as given by village chiefs

Criteria for selection of households according to “poor” status, “medium poor” status and “better off” status for Murang’a district, Mugoiri location as resulting from the discussion by local chiefs, sub chiefs and project staff 

	Poor households
	Medium Poor households
	Better Off households

	1.Houses are made of mud and have cracks/holes

2.Take less than two meals per day

3. They don’t attend any form of meetings. They don’t associate with people except weddings because of eating.

4.They don’t use manure, certified seeds and fertilizer so their farms are neglected (Farm inputs)

5. Use very cheap second hand clothes.

6. Have no chicken or any livestock.

7. Children are weaklings infested with jiggers and fleas.

8. Don’t like visitors.

9. Toilets covered with bags. 

10. Have very few/poor utensils and seats.

11. Children do not always go to school because of lack of food and uniform.

12. Poorly thatched houses with grass and polythene.

13. Torn and dirty clothes 

14. Some have only single rooms divided by polythene.

15. homes are quite dirty.
	1. Houses are made of off cuts, iron sheets and some with stove walls.

2. Can take 3 meals per day.

3. Moderately associate with people.

4. Can averagely afford farm inputs.

5. Keep dairy animals.

6. Do not employ farm laborious

7. Clean clothes though some are second hand.

8. Own Bicycles

9. Have simple livestock


	1. Houses are stone walled and well maintained.

2. Keep dairy animals in zero grazing units.

3. Employ at least one worker and hire casuals.

4. Clothes are clean.

5. Take their children to boarding schools.

6. Use farm inputs so crop yields are good.

7. Own businesses.

8. Associate with people well.

9. Have plots in town.

10. Are opinion Leaders.

11. Are elected members in groups.



Criteria for selection of households according to “poor” status, “medium poor” status and “better off” status for Murang’a South (Maragwa district) Kigumo Location as resulting from the discussion by local chiefs, sub chiefs and project staff 

	Poor households
	Medium Poor households
	Better off households

	1.Only have places to build simple mud walled, tin or iron sheets

2. Pooled latrines made of polythene.

3. Most are not well fed and are malnourished. They only feed on Githeri (Mainly boiled maize)

4. Have no form of livestock and if any only chicken which are few and free range.

5. Most are casual laborers

6. Buy extremely cheap second hand clothes which are usually dirty.

7. They don’t have places to plant their own crops and trees unless rented.

8. Their children do not mainly go to schools.

9. they do not attend meetings
	1. Own Houses made of offcuts and iron sheet walls which are clean and well maintained.

2. Have pieces of land.

3.  Are able to buy furniture for homes.

4. Use farm inputs moderately.

5. Some have bank accounts.

6. Clothes are good and clean.

7. The family is generally healthy looking.

8. They are in social groups – merry go round,table banking.

9. Have simple sheds for their animals.

10. pit latrines are made of off cuts

11. Have cows which are kept in simple sheds. 
	1. Have their sons and daughters as graduates or have gone to colleges.

2. Seek effective posts.

3. Have stone houses which are well maintained (Permanent structures)

4. Have businesses

5. Have private cars.

6.Are opinion leaders

7. Employ casuals and labourers in houses and farms.

8. Have bank accounts.

9. the families are healthy

10. Some have store pit latrines and toilets inside the house.

11. Some own coffee dehulkers.

12. Are sometimes elected as opinion leaders and group leaders.


In general the following critera were used by village authorities to characterise the different socio-economic status for households in their locations:

· materials used for building the houses

· food availability for the household

· level of education of hhouseholds members

· average income level of the household

· mode of clothing of household members.

